Mission: To organize our
residents for the purpose
of preserving the
standards of our singlefamily community and
promoting the civic and
social wellbeing of the
residents.

NEWS

AUGUST
2018

Garden Villas Community Association, Inc.
A Deed-Restricted Community
P. O. Box 266282, Houston, Texas 77207-6282
www.gardenvillas.org

Volume 91, Issue 5

832-268-4822

How Stormwater Can Be Harnessed for
Better Design in Our Own Garden Villas Park
The term “stormwater” does not evoke positive
imagery for many people. It’s likely that the term conjures
polluted water, pipes, and ponds rather than artful design
features. However, the need for stormwater management
has only become more important as the frequency and
severity of storm events has grown. Over the past 20
years, this topic has become the focus of city officials and
community leaders around the world, triggering calls to
action and increased regulation to support the better
management of water.
To meet regulations without compromising design quality, designers have had to think creatively. Artful Rainwater

Design (ARD) is a rebranded specialty focus of stormwater
infrastructure and provides insight into creative stormwater design strategies that yield both community amenities and meets regulatory needs. This ARD approach suggests that not only can we achieve improved utilitarian
benefits from this form of engineering but, when integrated as a featured design element for open space, stormwater management can also provide an added amenity to
the community.
A typical approach taken by stormwater management facilities is to move a large amount of rainwater
quickly and within a centralized location. However, a recent shift has been made towards smaller interventions
that divert water flow and treat stormwater on-site, at the
source. ARD can also reduce pollutant loads and capture
rain for reuse while still safely controlling and containing
water. This strategy combines the utility of stormwater
management with the amenity of placemaking by focusing
on the rain itself. From this approach have come many
creative projects that use rainwater as a resource by cele-

brating rain as well as managing runoff.
One project that will transform our own perception of rainwater is the proposed Garden Villas Park Design. Located on what was previously a drainage ditch,
this park not only captures, treats, and reuses rainwater,
but also serves as an educational tool and community
amenity. The park’s stormwater management system is
designed to collect 70 percent of rainwater from the three
-block length of the park and hold up over 80,000 gallons
of water from neighboring yards and city blocks. Linear
rain gardens run along the edge of the park and highlight a
site-wide rainwater collection system that captures and
collects runoff in cisterns under the ground. This water is
treated and used for water fountains, irrigation, and satisfying up to 95 percent of the park’s water needs.
The linear nature of the park will allow visitors to
flow through the site, following the process rain makes as
it travels through rainwater planters, down fountain skimmers, into the underground cistern, and is eventually repurposed back within site. By managing stormwater onsite, there is an opportunity to educate and engage visitors regarding rainwater issues. Signage is often used to
promote awareness of stormwater best management
practices. This landscape allows visitors to discover how
water is being managed on site, watch its process, and
learn about the environmental importance of water management.
By making rainwater central to a project instead of
an afterthought, ARD transforms stormwater facilities into
(continued on page 2)
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Harnessing Stormwater (continued from page 1)
places for people.
Rethinking
runoff
and celebrating rainwater use will allow
us to take back the
land that was once
reserved for utilitarian purposes and
make spaces for
people to come together.
Tom Brents
Garden Villas Community Association
Board President

LETTER TO GARDEN VILLAS NEIGHBORS
Dear Garden Villas Neighbors,
On behalf of Mount Carmel Academy’s
(MCA)’s board of directors, administrators, faculty,
staff, and students, we would like to say thank you for
the privilege of being your neighbor for the past 10
years. This year marks our 10th anniversary of opening our doors in the former Garden Villas Methodist
Church on the corner of Ashburn and Prentiss on August 25, 2008, as an HISD Charter High School in
beautiful Garden Villas. It has truly been a blessing to
have been so welcomed and supported by the Garden
Villas residents. Since 2008 we have had 679 students
graduate, and they continue to thrive all over the
world.
MCA continues to have a student body of approximately 350 students. This year’s achievements
include $6.3 million in scholarship offers, 100% graduation rate, and just like the nine classes before, 100%
were accepted into college. Other signs of success for
our school this year were our STAAR results for
Spring 2018: 100% passed Biology, 100% passed Algebra, 94% passed English 1, 91% passed English 2,
and 99% passed US History. This is a 97% pass rate
for all students at MCA who took the STAAR tests.
Once again, we have been recognized by US News
and World Report with a silver medal designation as

one of the best high schools in the nation. We not only serve some of your children and your grandchildren, but we serve students from 49 different zip
codes. Not only are they excelling in academics, they
are also successfully representing the school in competitive sports: cheer, volleyball, football, basketball,
soccer, baseball, softball, and track.
Established in 2008, our mission statement was
created: “Mount Carmel Academy's mission is to develop well-educated and responsible students by
offering a strong academic program in a moral environment. Mount Carmel Academy fosters excellence,
discipline, sacrifice, and service to our fellow man.
Mount Carmel Academy believes in cultivating critical
thinkers to be the leaders and world changers of the
next generation.”
We believed, we achieved, and we are still
succeeding! Thank you again. If you would like more
information about MCA, you may contact the school
at 713-643-2008 or visit our website at mtcarmelacademy.net.
Maureen Giacchino, Principal
Mount Carmel Academy
A Nonprofit 501 (c)3 Corporation
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PROTECTING OUR
TREE-LINED STREETS
If you witness the removal or trimming of trees
from street easements, please
call 832-395-7100 immediately
so we can check for permits
and avoid unnecessary street tree loss.
This phone line is answered 24 hours a day.

Helen Guillory
Real Estate
713-643-4611
HGuillory1@aol.com
FREE Notary
Service for GV
Residents

Free Market
Analysis

A Garden Villas Resident
Since 1967
A Realtor Since 1970
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MOUNT CARMEL ACADEMY
SUMMER ACADEMIC CAMP
Over 50 Mount Carmel Academy students enjoyed
their summer academic camp experience. The students
spent the month of June refreshing their academics,
reading exciting books, and making new friends. They
also had an opportunity to play camp games, play bas-
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MOUNT CARMEL ACADEMY GRADUATION
Mount Carmel Academy (MCA) celebrated its 10-year graduation
exercises at Kingdom Builders with much to be grateful. MCA’s significant
achievements this year were $6.3 million in scholarship offers, 100% graduation rate, 100% accepted to college, and recognized by US News and
World Report with a silver medal designation as one of the best high schools
in the nation. MCA’s valedictorian, Jeyci Torres, received a full ride scholarship of almost $300,000 from Colgate University in New York. MCA’s
Posse Scholar, Briana Martinez, received almost $250,000 from Bryn Mawr
in Pennsylvania. Both have enthusiastically accepted their offers.
MCA is a 350-student HISD Charter High School in Garden Villas at
the intersection of Ashburn and Prentiss. Registration for the fall semester is
underway. For more information, call 713-643-2008.

Valedictorian Jeyci Torres Medina (left)
and Salutatorian Jennifer Sanchez (right)

HISD Board of Education
Secretary Sergio Lira
ELECTION INFORMATION

Harris County Flood Control District Bond Election

Saturday August 25, 2018
at Garden Villas Community Center
Polls open from 7 AM to 7 PM.
EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE
Wed. 8/8 - Fri. 8/10
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Mon. 8/13 - Tues. 8/14
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wed. 8/15 - Sat. 8/18
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sun. 8/19
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Mon. 8/20 - Tues. 8/21
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Early Voting Polling Locations close to Garden Villas:
* HCC Southeast College
6960 Rustic Street, Parking Garage, Houston 77087
* Young Neighborhood Library
5107 Griggs Road, Houston 77201
Please check www.harrisvotes.org or call 713.755.6965

closer to election day as details are subject to change.
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Crime Report
Spotcrime.com and the Nextdoor Garden Villas website reported the following crimes from April through July
in Garden Villas:
4/05 Theft
6900 block of Fauna
5/10 Theft
7200 block of Dillon
4/18 Assault
7400 block of S. Santa Fe
6/01 Theft
7000 block of Fauna
4/19 Theft
7000 block of Ashburn
6/17 Assault
7400 block of Ashburn
4/25 Theft
7000 block of Cayton
6/23 Assault
7000 block of Brace
5/04 Assault
7100 block of Fauna
6/26 Theft
7000 block of E. Alpine
5/09 Burglary
7400 block of Ashburn
If you are a victim of a crime, always report it to the authorities. If you have crime information concerning
Garden Villas, please contact Peggy@gardenvillas.org to have it included in our crime report.
Peggy Taylor

Scout Troop 16 meets Mondays at 7:30 p.m.
Contact Mark Pacheco at 713-206-4715
email: masterpt16@aol.com

[[

Garden Villas Radio Programming Schedule

Programming Schedule:
Weekdays:
12am-12pm - Fun Oldies 24/7
6pm-9pm - Greatest Hits USA hosted by Chuck Taylor (Friday Evenings only)
Mt. Carmel Sports Games (as announced)
Weekends:
Saturday
12am-6am - Fun Oldies
6am-10am- That Thing Radio Show with Rich Appel (oldies)
10am-7pm- Fun Oldies
7pm-12mn - Saturday Night Party-time - Guest Djs (requests from 7-9pm)
Sunday
12am-7am - Fun Oldies
7am-8am - Garden Villas Civic Association Meetings (as announced)
7am-8am - Fun Oldies (If no GVCA meeting)
8am-8:30am - Inspirational Music
8:30am-9am - License To Parent
9am-9:30am - Garden Villas Baptist Church
9:30am-10am -Fun Oldies (time also reserved for special programs of
community interest)
10am-1pm - That Thing Radio Show with Rich Appel (oldies)
1pm-6pm - Fun Oldies
6pm-12mn - Classic Country Show

Request Line - 713-641-4022
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Morning Fitness Classes: Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, 8:00 to 10:00 am.
Evening Fitness Classes: Monday and Wednesday,
7:00 to 8:00 pm and Friday, 6:00 to 7:00 pm
After School Enrichment Program: Monday through
Friday, 3:00 to 6:00 pm
Tae Kwon Do Classes: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday,
6:00 to 7:00 pm
Meal program for youth 18 years old and under:
Monday through Friday (18 and under)
Adult Soccer Fitness: Wednesday, 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Adult Softball: Thursday, 6:30 to 8:00 pm

For more information, call:
Garden Villas Community Center
713-847-5168
6720 S. Haywood
Houston, TX 77061

Garden Villas
Baptist Church
7403 Fauna St
713-643-5554
Pastor: Rev. Ricky Moore
Cell: 713-503-4690

Services Spoken in English and Spanish

Sunday Morning
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Morning Worship: 11:00 am
Sunday Evening
Adult and Youth Bible Study: 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening
Adult Bible Study & Prayer: 7:00pm
Visit our web site or contact us by e-mail.
www.gvbchurch.org

September 2018
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Friday, August 24th, 2018
The September newsletter will not be mailed but will be available on-line at Garden Villas’ website, along with printed copies at Gateway Hardware Store.
Send newsletter articles to peggy@gardenvillas.org. Send
pictures as an attachment with the emailed article.

email gvbaptist@sbcglobal.net
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors
www.gardenvillas.org

Contact Numbers
GVCA voicemail…………………………..832-268-4822
BOARD MEMBERS:
Tom Brents, President…………….……….713-645-2702
Bob Parker, Vice President……….………713-643-3023
Peggy Taylor, Secretary………………….713-454-1863
Stacey Merritt, Treasurer…………………713-376-5677
Cathy Rascoe……….………………...…
Sonia Pérez, Social Secretary……….……713-641-3127
Joe Virant, At Large Member.…………….281-928-4940
_____ __
_________
Webmaster@gardenvillas.org…………...713-539-4170
Newsletter Editor, Peggy Taylor………….713-454-1863
Garden Club, Beverly Burns……………….
Garden Villas Park, 6720 S. Haywood…..713-847-5168
Council Member Robert Gallegos, Dist. I…832-393-3011
3-1-1 Helpline (dial 3-1-1) or……………713-837-0311
SNAP (Spay/Neuter Assistance Program)...713-522-2337
Call 3-1-1 if you have a problem with stray or loose dogs
Parking enforcement (City of Houston)……713-837-0311
Mount Carmel Academy…………………..713-643-2008
HISD Charter Schools Office……………...713-807-5181
Mayor Citizens’ Assistance Office………...713-928-9585
Airport Noise Compliance Hotline………...281-233-3900
Garden Villas Elementary School…...…….713-845-7484
T

3 Fri

Recycling

6 Mon 7:30 pm Scout Troup 16 meeting (contact Mark
Pacheco at 713-206-4715
email: masterpt16@aol.com
9 Thu

7 pm

PIP meeting, 8300 Mykawa police
station (2nd Thursday each month)

17 Fri

Recycling

17 Fri

Okay to put out heavy trash (tree and
junk waste in even-numbered months).
Starting at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, you can
put out heavy trash. There is a $200 per
day fine from the City for each day
heavy trash is placed out earlier.

20 Mon

Heavy trash pickup (tree and junk waste
this month)

31 Fri

Recycling

Garden Villas Radio Request Line
713-641-4022

