
 

 

  

Garden Villas Community Association, Inc. 

A Deed-Restricted Community  

P. O. Box 266282, Houston, Texas 77207-6282 

 www.gardenvillas.org     832-268-4822 

Mission:  To organize our 

residents for the purpose  

of preserving the  

standards of our single- 

family community and 

promoting the civic and 

social wellbeing of the 

residents. 

AUGUST 
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I-45 / I-59 NORTH HOUSTON FREEWAY 
“IMPROVEMENT PROJECT” MAKES  

NATIONAL LIST OF HIGHWAY BOONDOGGLES 
Despite boasting one of the most extensive 

highway systems of any city in the country, Houston 
is planning to spend $7 billion on the “North Houston  
I-45 Highway Improvement Project.”  According to a 
new report from TexPIRG Education Fund and Fron-
tier Group, the project would expand I-45 through the 
middle of Houston, displacing homes and dividing 
communities.  

“The fundamental law of road congestion is 
that if you build it, they will come,” said Bay Scoggin, 
TexPIRG Education Fund director.  “To improve 
Houston’s transportation system, we have to reduce 
our reliance on cars and highways,” Scoggin contin-
ued.  “This project does the opposite, doubling down 
on a car-centric system that will lead to more traffic, 
pollution, and sprawl.” 

Houston has the second-most expen-
sive commute in the country, the deadliest roads in 
the nation, and the ninth most high smog days in the 

country in 2019.  According to Highway Boondoggles 
5, the expansion of I-45 will exacerbate all of these 
problems. 

The I-45 expansion will also displace four 
houses of worship, two schools, 168 single-family 
homes, 1,067 multifamily units, and 331 businesses 
with 24,873 employees -- all while widening barriers 
between neighborhoods, paving over parks, and mak-
ing transportation more difficult for people.  

The Tx DOT plan proposes elevated park   
areas across the new freeway; however, they are not 
included in the budget.  These would be completed by 
the City of Houston.  In addition, an existing City of 
Houston housing development would need to be relo-
cated along with major City utilities.  These were also 
not included the Tx DOT budget.  

It will illuminate downtown access from some 
east side streets.  The revised highway plan would 
combine I-45 north, I-59 north, and I-10 east around 

the George R. Brown Convention Center some 
40 feet underground.  
 The project will cause more flooding 

along the Brays and White Oak Bayous.         
Tx DOT is designing the roadway flood mitiga-
tion plan to the 100-year event instead of the 
City and County mandated 500-year flood 
standards for all new construction projects.  
Parts of the proposed “super highway” have 
flooded in every major Houston storm.  Com-
bining all highways into one would mean, 
should there be a major flood event, areas 
south of downtown would be totally isolated 
from access from the north.  
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The report recommends that Texas 

cancel the I-45 North Houston Highway Im-

provement Project and other proposed high-

way projects, and instead invest in more ef-

fective transportation solutions, such as road 

repair and transit expansion.  

Texas, like the rest of America, still 

has a misplaced appetite for costly and dis-

ruptive highway expansion projects.  But if 

we’re smarter about how we spend our 

transportation dollars, we can achieve a 

more sustainable, affordable, and better-

functioning transportation system.  That 

means avoiding spending billions of dollars 

on harmful, wasteful projects such as the 

North Houston Highway Improvement    

Project. 

Tom Brents 

GVCA President 

FREEWAY 

“IMPROVEMENT  

PROJECT”  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

MOUNT CARMEL  

ACADEMY SUMMER  

ENRICHMENT 

Incoming 9th graders to Mount Carmel Acade-

my are shown getting ready for the balloon race at the 

school during Summer Enrichment. 

Every summer Mount Carmel Academy has a 

Summer Enrichment Program for rising freshmen to 

sharpen their academic skills so they have a success-

ful school year.   

 The students reviewed math and com-

pleted their summer book reading requirements.  The 

students read “The Hobbit” and “A Tree Grows in 

Brooklyn.”  They also discussed the books as they 

went along and completed other activities to bring the 

books alive.  Students had a new attitude toward read-

ing with the teachers guiding them, plus they had a lot 

of fun and met new friends. 

The Seniors at Mount Carmel Academy are really 

excited about graduating, but they look a little 

down that this is their last time to play their mind 

boggling board games as students.  The club has 

been very popular, and they even come to school 

on days off with their teacher.  What a con-

cept:  play mind challenging board games, eat 

pizza, and have fun with your friends.   

Mount Carmel Friday Afternoon 

Board Game Club 
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A Garden Villas Resident 

Since 1967 
 
 

A Realtor Since 1970 

FREE Notary 

Service for GV 

Residents 
 

Free Market 

Analysis 

Helen Guillory   

Real Estate 
713-643-4611 

 

HGuillory1@aol.com 

 

The following crimes were reported as happening in Garden 
Villas during June and July from the websites (Spotcrime.com 
and the Nextdoor Garden Villas website). 
• 6/7  Assault  700 block of Prentiss  
• 7/1   Vandalism  7200 block of Fauna 
• 7/13 Robbery  7200 block of Evans  
• 7/21 Assault  7000 block of Brace  
• 7/22 Assault   7300 block of Kopman  
If you are the victim of a crime, report it to the authorities.  If 
you have crime information concerning Garden Villas, contact 
Peggy@gardenvillas.org to include it in the Garden Villas 
newsletter crime report.  

Peggy Taylor 

Crime Report 

September 2019  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Friday, August 16th 
 

The September newsletter will be mailed and also avail-

able on-line at Garden Villas’ website.  A few printed 

copies will be at Gateway Hardware Store.   
 

Send newsletter articles to peggy@gardenvillas.org.  

Send pictures as an attachment with the emailed article. 

If you would like to be added to the newsletter deadline 

MOUNT CARMEL 

ACADEMY 
 

College Prep High School 

is Taking Applications for 

  9th Through 12th Grades 
 

      NO TUITION 
 

Advanced Placement and 

Dual Credit Classes  

Available 
 

7155 Ashburn  

in Garden Villas 

  713-643-2008 

Our senior club, New Generation Seniors, have elected 

the following members for the next two years:  Presi-

dent, Anita Serrano; Vice-President, Alice Rincon; Sec-

retary, Dorothy Mikes; Treasurer, Seraphine Kolar;   

Sergeant-at-arms, Dennis Kasiler. 
 

Our membership is fun and lively and generous with 

their time and talents.  We invite anyone over the age of 

55 to come and join us for fellowship and to meet new 

friends.  We meet every third Monday of the month at 

10:00 a.m. at the parish office of Mt. Carmel Church.   

Anita Serrano, 713-204-9321 

New Generation Seniors 

mailto:hguillory1@aol.com
http://www.spotcrime.com
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood_feed/
mailto:peggy@gardenvillas.org
http://www.gardenvillas.org/
mailto:peggy@gardenvillas.org


Volume 92, Issue 7 — Page 4 

 

Garden Villas News August 2019 

Before NASA moved to Clear Lake, it 

was Telephone Road that helped astronauts get 

to the moon. 

In the early 1960s, NASA occupied 

several buildings in southeast Houston near 

Garden Villas. The Manned Spacecraft Center 

didn’t open until in late 1963.  It is amazing 

that these buildings are everywhere in south-

east Houston.  These NASA buildings were so 

important at that time to get the space program 

started. 

Here's a list of addresses of the NASA 

facilities in southeast Houston that are all near 

Garden Villas: 

 • 6040 Telephone Road 

 • 2999 S. Wayside Drive 

 • 2002 S. Wayside Drive 

 • 4750 Gulf Freeway 

 • 5440 Gulf Freeway 

 • 4200 Leeland Street 

 • 4513 Cullen Boulevard 

The Houston Parks and Recreation 

Department Building on Wayside provided 

NASA a headquarters for two years. 

A photo of astronauts, including Alan 

Shepard, the first American in space, are seen 

behind the NASA headquarters sign. 

The Ambox Building on Telephone 

Road (pictured below) provided the astronauts 

training facilities for the Mercury capsule    

program.  

 

Flight to the Moon Started on  

Telephone Road 
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Weekdays:   
12am-12pm - Fun Oldies 24/7 
6pm-9pm - Greatest Hits USA hosted by Chuck Taylor (Friday Evenings only) 
 
Weekends:  
Saturday 
12am-5am - Classic Hits 
5am-8am - That Thing Radio Show with Rich Appel (oldies) 
8am-10am - Rosebud’s All Request Show 
10am-12pm - Sergio’s All Request Show 
10am-6pm - Classic Hits 
6pm-9pm - Greatest Hits USA hosted by Chuck Taylor 
9pm-12am - Classic Hits 
 
Sunday 
12am-4:30am - Classic Hits 
4:30am - 5:30am Garden Villas Civic Association Meetings (as an-
nounced) 
4:30am - 5am -  Classic Hits   (If no GVCA meeting) 
5am-6am - License To Parent 
6am - 9am - Sunday Morning Memories with Johnny Goyen 
9am-9:30am - Garden Villas Baptist Church 
9:30am-10am - Classic Hits  (time also reserved for special 
programs of community interest) 
10am-1pm - That Thing Radio Show with Rich Appel (oldies) 
1pm-6pm - Classic Hits 
2pm-4pm - Rosebud’s All Request 
Show repeat 

[[Garden Villas Radio Programming Schedule 

Request Line - 713-641-4022 

 

Scout Troop 16  
meets each Monday  

at 7:30 p.m. 
Contact Mark Pacheco  

at 713-206-4715 
email:  masterpt16@aol.com 

mailto:masterpt16@aol.com
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Garden Villas 

Baptist Church  
7403 Fauna St 

713-643-5554 
Pastor: Rev. Ricky Moore 

Cell: 713-503-4690 

Services Spoken in English and Spanish 

Sunday Morning 

Sunday School:  9:45 am 

Morning Worship:  11:00 am 
 

Sunday Evening  

Adult and Youth Bible Study:  6:00 pm 
 

Wednesday Evening 

Adult Bible Study & Prayer:  7:00pm 

Visit our web site or contact us by e-mail. 

 

www.gvbchurch.org       email  gvbaptist@sbcglobal.net 

Election workers are needed for the Harris County elec-

tions coming up soon.  Early voting is October 21 

through November 1 (12 straight days) and/or  the gen-

eral election on November 5.    

 

Also in demand are bilingual workers in Spanish, Viet-

namese, and Chinese.   These are paid positions.   You 

will receive training.  To qualify, you must be a U.S. 

citizen and qualified voter.   

 

You can apply online at harrisvotes.com:  click the three 

dots at the top right hand side of the webpage, then click 

“Poll Workers”.   Once signed up, you can be informed 

of future election employment opportunities.  

ELECTION WORKERS 

NEEDED 

Garden Villas Community  
Center Activities 

 

FREE ACTIVITIES 

• Morning Fitness Classes:  Monday, Wednesday and  

 Friday from 8:30 to 10:00 am 

• Evening Fitness Classes:  Monday and Thursdays 

 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm 

• After School Enrichment Program:  Monday through 

 Friday from 3:00 to 6:00 pm 

• Tae Kwon Do Class:  Wednesdays from 6:30 to 

 7:30 pm 

• Meal Program for youth (18 years old and under) 

 Monday through Friday, 3:00 to 6:00 pm 

• Adult Soccer Fitness: Wednesday 7:00 to 8:00 pm 

 

For more information, call: 

Garden Villas Community Center 

713-847-5168 

6720 S. Haywood, Houston, TX 77061 

http://www.gvbchurch.org
mailto:gvbaptist@sbcglobal.net
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POST OFFICE 

LOCATION 

CLOSED 



 

 

  

Contact Numbers 
 

GVCA voicemail…………………………..832-268-4822 
 

BOARD MEMBERS:   
 

TTom Brents, President…………….……….713-645-2702 
   

Bob Parker, Vice President……….………713-643-3023    

Peggy Taylor, Secretary………………….713-454-1863    

Treasurer (vacant) 
 

At Large Member (vacant)  
 

Sonia Pérez, Social Secretary……….…… 
 

Oscar Alvarado, At Large Member……….832.607.6409 
 

   _____ __  _________ 
 

Webmaster@gardenvillas.org…………...713-539-4170 
Newsletter Editor, Peggy Taylor………….713-454-1863 
Garden Club, Beverly Burns………………. 
Garden Villas Park, 6720 S. Haywood…..713-847-5168 
Council Member Robert Gallegos, Dist. I…832-393-3011 
3-1-1 Helpline (dial 3-1-1) or……………713-837-0311 
SNAP (Spay/Neuter Assistance Program)...713-522-2337 
Call 3-1-1 if you have a problem with stray or loose dogs 
Parking enforcement (City of Houston)……713-837-0311 
Mount Carmel Academy…………………..713-643-2008 
HISD Charter Schools Office……………...713-807-5181 
Mayor Citizens’ Assistance Office………...713-928-9585 
Airport Noise Compliance Hotline………...281-233-3900 
Garden Villas Elementary School…...…….713-845-7484 

Garden Villas Radio Request Line 

713-641-4022 

www.gardenvillas.org 

  Mon 7:30 pm Every Monday, Scout Troup 16 meeting 
(contact Mark Pacheco at 713-206-4715 
email:  masterpt16@aol.com 

   2 Fri  Recycling 

   8 Thu 7 pm PIP meeting, 8300 Mykawa police  
station (2nd Thursday each month) 

  16 Fri  Recycling 

  16  Fri 
 
 
 
 

 

 Okay to put out heavy trash (tree and 
junk waste in eve-numbered months).  
Starting at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, you can 
put out heavy trash.  There is a $200 per 
day fine from the City for each day 
heavy trash is placed out earlier. 

  19 Mon  Heavy trash pickup (tree and junk waste 
this month) 

  30 Fri  Recycling 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
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